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There was a murmur of sympathy fiom the neighbours ; but 
the Snow-man did not join in it. 

How could he? There was nothing of him left but a poo i. 
He was dissolved in his own tears. 

“ Oh ! ” cried the Cock, strutting past , So it seems there i\ 
some sort of weather which does not suit you ! ,5 and he flew U p 
on to the wall, and crowed ovei the Snow-man. 


Z. A. E. N. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

(_ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, —You and the readers of the Parents' Review will, I 
know, be pleased to hear that the petition to the University of Oxford, 
which the Parents' Review helped to circulate everywhere so widely, that 
Hygiene and Elementary Physiology might form an optional subject in 
their Local Examination, has at last been granted, and you will see in the 
proof of the syllabus for 1895, which I enclose, that it so included. This 
is a great step towards making Personal and Domestic Hygiene an 
integral part of the education of every woman, and I am sure all your 
readers will rejoice at such a successful result. 

Yours truly, Alfred T. Schofield. 

[Our readers will rejoice in the news this letter conveys. It is hot only a 
great step gained that the Laws of Health should be on the examination 
syllabus of the more advanced pupils in our large schools ; but this is an 
evidence of what may be done by bringing public opinion in definite form 
before the great educational bodies. — El).] 


Dear Editor, — A group of foreign stag horns was lifted down one 
day in our hall. Our youngest girl of ten eyed them curiously. I then 
discovered why, as a little child, she preferred the back stairs to the front. 
“ When I was little I thought they would come down and bang me!” 
She is not in the least a timid or reserved child, but she never told hei 
nurse or me. If a healthy courageous child has such thoughts, what niu^t 
the delicate ones suffer, when a timely word might save them, it \\t vvere 
more on the watch. Yours tru1 ^ M * L * H * D> 


Dear Editor, — The true solution of the difficulty on which “ H. de F.” 
asks advice is to teach writing artistically. With a ue res Pec ° . 
profession,” this would not seem to be generally understoo y ’ 

but it means both easement and efficiency, so far ast ie , tQ jn 

“ good hand ” is concerned, while neutralising t e 1 cu \ 

connection with brain-work. justified in this 

The stress you lay on the formation of ha ^ ^ j say that a 

matter, and, so supported, I hope I may beauti fi,l hand- may be 

good habit— leading to the formation oi a te ‘ Treated as art-work, 

formed at a very early age, if the right way ./[^"parties concerned ; the 
the writing-lesson would be a pleasure Lvintr the pupil at his 
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THE “p.r.” letter bag. 


earnestness of aim.” The scope of such ait is limited indeed — nior 
so even than appears at first sight, the letters of the alphabet including 
constant repetition of similar forms but this points to its feasibility when 
the thing is looked into, as the “ habit ” aimed at would be all the more 
readily acquired. 

Aided by dots placed in small squares— these are better than the 
chequered lines we see in elementary schools— children of four years 0 f 
age could be taught to form an alphabet composed solely of straight lines 
which once learnt by heart — that is the point would afford them endless 
employment in the production of familiar words, while rooting them in the 
true proportions of the letters, i he next step would be the mastering of 
the circular curve, in quarters first, but finally leading to “ Giotto’s O.” 
Though a great step in advance, if taken as a daily exercise , this would 
be fairly mastered in no long time ; and then your patient pupil has little 
to do but apply his skill in the formation of an alphabet which would serve 
all purposes for the rest of his life , made up, with few exceptions of 
such curves and straight lines only. 

The small letters learnt carefully, as above, no real difficulty need be 
feared as to capitals— taught, one by one, as required, on a plan of the 
same kind. 

Should your correspondent care for a copy of the alphabets suggested 
I shall be happy to send it, with any other information desired. 

Yours truly, S. A. Miller, 

the Gables,” Horley, Surrey. 


Dear Editor,— It may interest your readers to know that the little 
class working in the P.R.S. is succeeding very well. As my former letter 
appeared when most people were holiday making, and therefore disinclined 
to think of school arrangements for their children, it may be useful to 
reiterate that this was started with the object of combining the methods of 
P.R.S. with the advantages of school life and companionship. At present 
it is conducted by one student from the House of Education, but we hope 
as our numbers increase to be able to engage another. We have still 

severa vacancies, and can take children from six to ten to work in three 
classes of the P.R.S. 


Yours faithfully, H. Franklin. 


BOOKS. 


We have received for review, from Messrs. Allen & Sons 

A Little Brown Pebble [by S. L. Pumphrey, price, 3*. 63.). The Pebble tells its 
own tale to a child and tells it well and brightly. The illustrations are ascinating 
Little Women and Little Women Married (by L. Alcott, 2 vols., i8x ) A really 
beautiful edition, with most artistic illustrations. 7 

Half Hours with the Microscope (by E. Lankester, 2x. 6 d. plain, 4 .t. (>d. coloured. 
A delightful little guide shewing the structure and usj of the instrument and what to 
see in various half hours in the garden, country, etc. 

Camp and Studio , 60, and Wanderings of a War Artist , bs. (by Irving 
Montague). Capital reading for intelligent young people, advanced in their teens, 
keen for knowledge and equally keen to be in touch with life. 

Six Children's Plays 6 d. each, or bought together, is. b d.) The author is to be 
congratulated on producing half-a-dozen very pretty plays for children. 

The Kindergarten at Home (by E. Shirreff, 3 s. 6d.) Miss Shirreff has done 
good service to mothers in giving them this capital volume. 


From the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge: — 

Hymns and their Stories (by A. E. C., 2^.) An extremely thoughtful and 
interesting study of Christian Hymnology. 

Prayers for Young People (by K. L H., 6d.) A little volume to be heartily 
commended. 

Attila and his Conquerors (by Mrs. Charles, 3. s . 6 d.) This is a work of historical 
fiction which all young people should read, marking the events in their date chart. 

Sunday Evening (by M. Hallett, is.) Plain, practical, thoughtful, devotional 
readings, which should be a real help to girls, say after confirmation. 

Noble Womanhood (by Barnett Smith, 55.) Well written and very interesting 
short biographies of eight of the noble women of the passing generation. 

The Dawn of Day (A nnual for 1 894, lx.) A useful magazine for kitchen and cottage. 


'rom the Religious Tract Society. The following annuals fur 1894 
"he Leisure Hour (;x. 6 d.) The Bovs Own Annual (8x.) The Sunday at 
ne (7>. bd.) The Girls Own Annual (8r.) Four capital volumes of profitable 
entertaining reading for the family. We should like to remind mistresses that 
ift of one or all of these volumes would add much to the happiness o 

vants’ Hall _ ~ c j * \ 

^Opular Natural History for Boys and Gu Is (by AN • J- orc ... ^ 

ly admirable Natural History, »P to date, »errtific, ye. brtgb.ly rrtdten and 

Testing, and not too big. Everett Green, 5#. ) 

r he Family. Some Reminiscences of a Housek < ) , . 

vholesome and very interesting tale, which girls m t tn *** The story 

Ihe Good Shepherd. 2 The Life of the Savour for Children (ix.) 

imply and reverently told. Pictures from the o c mas ® rs - , () f Mj S s 

Eighteen Stories fir Girls (ax. 6rf.) The hrst pretty a httie m sty 
"-ins, but the stones, by different authors, are curiously ™ W .) We 





